


It all started in March of this year
when Connecticut Morgan breeder
Clarence Russell decided he knew just
the driver and just the horses to show
the driving world what Morgans can
do. Money might be lacking, equip-
ment was lacking, not one of the
group had any international experi-
ence, but Russell knew one of the best
reinsmen in America, Larry Poulin of
Falmouth, Maine, and a trio of superb
driving Morgans.

Morgans though, that was a catch.
Everyone knows you need something
large in the way of a European warm-
blood to successfully compete in in-
ternational driving. Russell is not the
man, however, to allow problems and
notions obstruct his course of action.

Once he brought his idea up to
Poulin things moved fast. Margaret
Gardiner, of Woolwich, Maine, was
willing to allow her matched pair of
15.2, golden chestnuts, Kennebec
Count and Kennebec Russel, to be
used in the competition. The spare
would be Clarence Russell’s 16 hand
dark bay mare, Teckla Brandy Time,
except in this case the spare was the
other half of the marathon pair. The
American Morgan Horse Association
was ready to help raise funds, and
New England Morgan people pitched
in with loans of the essential, and very
expensive, equipment.

To qualify for the United States
Equestrian Team going to England, a
pair had to compete successfully in
three out of five selection trials, in-
cluding the final one, the Chrysler-
Myopia Driving Event in the end of
June. After the usual difficulties of
conditioning during the cold Maine
spring, compounded by having only
three months in which to accomplish
it, Poulin and the Morgans came out
highest scorers in the three trials they
entered. This clinched their selection,
together with Sharon Chesson and her
Holsteiners and Charles Cheston and
his Appaloosas, to make the trek to
Sandringham.

Thirty-six-year-old Poulin is a
Mainer whose family originated in
Quebec. Horses were part of his fam-
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ily’s life, but he did not become com-
mitted to a career with them until 11
years ago when he went to work for
Margaret Gardiner at her Kennebec
Morgan Horse Farm. Gardiner’s breed-
ing philosophy has been to produce
what is now called a sport horse, a ver-
satile, hardy Morgan with the tem-
perament to be a good using horse.
The excellent showing in combined
events of her 1s-year-old stallion,
Count, and his eight-year-old gelded
son, Russel, is proof of her success.
Poulin began his career as a com-

petitive driver with Count at the 1978
Myopia Driving Event. The following
year the Count - Russel - Poulin
combination won the Connecticut
Valley Driving event, going on to win
the Pair Combined Driving Cham-
pionships at the New England Morgan
Horse Show. This established their
reputation as unbeatable at driven
dressage, with the versatility to win
the obstacles, plus the endurance to be
successful in marathons.

Then, one year ago this June, going
on their own, Larry and Michal Poulin
set up their own place, Highland Dres-
sage Center, in Falmouth, Maine. Ken-
nebec Count came with them, on lease
from Margaret Gardiner. They special-
ize in training horses under saddle,
and in harness, based on the princi-
ples of dressage. In his spare time Pou-

lin also competes successfully in rid-
den dressage with his Thoroughbred,
Picasso.

This is the driver and two of the
Morgans selected for the U.S.E.T.
Who is the organizer of the venture,
and what about the third horse? Com-
ing from upper New York state, Clar-
ence Russell has a specialty meat and
grocery store in Chester, Connecticut.
However, from childhood when he lis-
tened to his grandfather talk of his
days as a trainer and later used horses
for the early spring plowing on his

It is take-off time for the
Morgan trio headed for Sand-
ringham. On the left, the
“flying trailer” that held the
three Morgans while they were
in flight. On the right, the in-
side of the trailer and Ken-
nebec Count, Kennebec Russel,
and Teckla Brandy Time.
These Morgans went on to
place eighth out of 48 at the
World Pairs Driving Cham-
pionships. Photos by Nancy
Russell.

father’s farm, his avocation has been
horses. At his Teckla Farm, the site of
the annual Connecticut Valley Driving
Event, Russell has concentrated on
driving horses, although his daughter,
Nancy, in the past showed extensively
in equitation.

Describing his mare Teckla Brandy
Time, (by Serenity March Time), Rus-
sell said, “She’s my favorite horse. 1
bred her, raised her, trained her my-
self. She’s won a lot of (driving)
events,” including all four Russell en-
tered in 1984. It was with Brandy,
when she was four, that Russell first
got interested in combined driving,
and the man and horse are a perfect
combination. “I can be beaten in dres-
sage almost any time, but not on a
marathon, and not with Brandy. She’s
like a charger. When she sees those
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