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the U.S.E.T. His score was a low 39 in
Dressage. His combined Presentation
and Dressage scores tied him for first
place at the end of the first day, with
Meineke of the Federal Republic of
Germany, the eventual Gold Medal
winner, and Welde of Austria.

The first day the combined scores
for Presentation and Dressage put the
U.S. Team in first place!. Poulin had
done well in Presentation and the
other two team members had done
better. Then Poulin’s excellent score
in Dressage, plus Chesson’s tying for
7th place (bad hand and all) put our
team over the top.

Commenting on the quality of
dressage as represented at Sandring-
ham, Poulin said, “The dressage was a
real disappointment, I didn’t see any
good tests . . . [ think in this country
we've got them in terms of dressage.”
Later, the evening of the closing
ceremonies, Larry and Michal Poulin
were guests, as also was HRH Prince
Philip, at a dinner given by the
American Carriage Association. Pou-
lin learned in the course of the con-
versation with a French dressage judge
seated at their table, that “One of the
reasons [ got marked down on dres-
sage was because the working trot was
a little quick. 1 pointed out (to the
judge) that it looked that way because
of the breed. The breed has a tendency
to look as though they are going
quicker than they really are because of
the way they move. Our horses have
to move their joints more (due to
shorter legs) than bigger horses going
the same speed . . . I don’t think (the
judge) agreed with me.”

Poulin continued, “The thing to do
next time .. .is to slow the horses
down. You have to think more col-
lected trot, than working trot. When
(European judges) say collected, you
have to think what they call dancing.
More spring, more dance, not so

Larry Poulin with Kennebec Count and Kennebec
Russel put to Larry Russell’s Gentlemans Phaeton,
circa 1915 — Ametican horses with an antique
American vehicle. Photo by James Munch.
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Above, above right and below: The first day combined scores for Presentation and Dressage put the U.S. team in first place. Poulin’s excellent score in
Dressage, plus Chesson’s tying for seventh place put the U.S. team over the top. Photo by James Munch.
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